Literary Point-of-View

‘Point-of-view is the author's method of telling the story. It is the
voice of the person who is narrating the story. There are three

basic points-of-view: first person, third person omniscient, and

third person limited. Second person point-of-view exists, but is

rarely used in fiction.

In first person point-of-view, a character within the story is
someone who experienced the events first-hand and may be
looking back on the experience. A key to first person is the
narrator's use of the pronoun “1.”

n.second person point-of-view, the author addresses the reader
directly by using the pronoun “you.” It is-typically used in “How
to...” types of books. '

in third person omniscient point-of-view, the narrator has the
ability to look into the hearts and minds of ALL the characters at
all times, and describes the actions, dialogue, thoughts and
feelings of ALL of them to tell the story.

in third person limited point-of-view, we see the events through
the perspective of one character. However, the character is not
the narrator. The author has selected a main character and is
telling us what happened to him/her. We don’t know the actions,
dialogue, thoughts, and feelings of the other characters uniess
they interact with the main character.




